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LETTERS OF WILLIAM BYRD, FIRST. 

(From his letter book in the Collection of the Virginia Historical 

Society.) 



To Jonathan Walke 

Virg'a Octob r y» 23 th 1690 
S r 

Yesterday I rec d yo" of y e 5 th 7b r by Easterson, w th Mack- 
lenahan's bill of Ex c a: I much wonder you would not p'test 
itt, Since you thought not fitt to pay itt, for as you Sent itt 
I could not any ways recover itt here by Law, for want of a p' 
test, Macklenahan being gone out of y" Country, by Col'o 
Coles persuasions yo r Bro: hath given mee his note to see itt 
p d , I hope you'l not put mee to the trouble hereafter, if they will 
not pay their Bills p'test, then I have y e Collecto' & bee 
commonly hath Security. 

Muscovado Sugar is much wanting, therefore I hope to 
hear from you Suddenly, & please to Send mee 20 or 30 more 
of Muscovado Sugar & y* Remainder in Rum. If possible 
oblidge those you Send by to deliver my Goods up James River 
as high, as Westopher, itt being above where the Lond'n ships 
Ride usually: 

ffreight is not here to bee had, neither for Europe nor your 
pts to So no hopes of Sending any goods, I desire to hear from 
you as oppertunity p'mits, & w th due respects take Leave 

S r 
Yo r Humble Serv* 

WB 
Inclosed is also Ex'ca 
Hen'y Baker on Cap* Dan'U Hooper 29 
& Cap* Edw d Burke for £29 
w Ch I desire you to retume as above 
to m' Jonath Walke 
Barbados 



168 VIRGINIA HISTORICAL MAGAZINE 

To Josiah Bacon 

Virrinia Oct'b r y e 29 th 1690 
S r 

By my Last I gave you an Acco 1 of what there come to my 
Knowledge of Havericombs land Since w° h on a more Strict 
inquirey I find y" report confirmed of it being of very little 
Value. M r Thurston Sold itt under £20 after hee had been 
att 3000 Tob'o: charge to Esch. itt beside I find Havercomb 
had Lost itt by nott p 'forming the Condition of Plantation 
in Seating itt within three years w: h hee never did, upon the 
whole matter I have P'suaded M r Thurston (who hath Sold itt 
w th a generall Warranty) to ship four H ds of Tob.to weight att 
least 1600 on board Some London Ship (att y e usual rate 
fraight goes) & consigne them to your Selfe allso to pay mee 
£5 in April 1 next upon w° h payment & producing bills of 
Ladeing for y e 4 H ds of Tob: I have promised to make over 
Havercombs right to him & on receipt of y e money shall remitt 
y e Same to you. This I hope may be acceptable itt being what 
I could possibly doe in this Case, for had I gone to Law theare 
had been a certain charge y e Case had been dubious had I 
recovered the land I understand its of very little value being 
most of itt Sunken Swampy land & lyeing from y c 

water side, if I have done you any Serves hearin I have in y e 
End & being on all Occasions My best respects & Service to 
all friends 

S r 

Yo r Humble Serv 1 

W:B: 
To m r Josiah Bacon 
$ Bradly 

(To be continued) 



